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Abstract

The scientific researches of theoretical aspects of formation of political transformation
and democratization in CEE carried out by scientists of the Russian Federation are analyzed.
It is proved that they are quite productive in conducting targeted studies of systemic political
changes in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Their conceptual constructs, meth-
odological approaches and generalizations are a certain contribution to the development of

modern political science.
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TEOPETUYHI ACMEKTW PO3BUTKY NONITUYHOI TPAHCOOPMALLIT
I AEMOKPATM3ALIII B AOC/IAMEHHAX BYEHUX

HpoaHaAisoBaHo HAYKOBi AOCAIAJKCHHSA TEOPETUYHMX ACIICKTIB (l)OpMYBaHHH MOAITUYHOIL
tpaHcpopmarii Ta Aemokparusauii B LJCE, saiiiceni Buenumu Pocificokoi Qepeparii.
AOBEACHO, IO BOHM AOCHTDH IAIAHO BCAYTDb IIACCIPAMOBAHI AOCAIAKEHHS CHCTEMHHX
HOAITHYHEX 3MiH y Kpainax Ientpassno-Cxianoi €spomnm. [x xonmenTyaabhi KOHCTPYKTH,
MCTOAOAOTIYHI IIAXOAM M Y3araAbHCHHS € IICBHUM BHECKOM Y PO3BUTOK CY4aCHOI ITOAITUIHOI

HayKH.
Karwuosi crosa:Llenmparvno-Cxidna €spona, mpancopmanis, 0emoxpamusayis, pesosnoyi.

Qualiatively new internal and external dimensions of the political process that have
emerged on the continent in recent decades in the context of radical geopolitical changes
shows the trend of searching for theoretical models and innovative modifications of well-known
theories of international relations to explain the modern transformation processes in Europe
and the problems of development and cooperation of the CEE countries. The people of the
region have long cherished the hopes for the establishment/restoration of democracy in the

states by the criterion of the political system, mentally preparing for the changes in the states
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and were only expecting a specific time for the promises to be fulfilled. In the 1990s CEE has
significantly changed the political and ideological image — the system of power which had
reigned here for more than forty years collapsed; the ruling Communist parties either ceased
to exist, or, having undergone changes, moved to a secondary position in the policy of socie-
ties. Democratization, abandonment of the old ones and recognition of new social values has
changed the current system and foreign policy priorities, and the objective process of their
development has led to increased scientific interest in the political problems of international
systems and global development in the country dimension of political life and the issues have
not lost importance among scientists. This is an urgent task of political science, because the
analysis of the European and Euro-Atlantic integration of the CEE States is of scientific, the-
oretical and practical importance.

The article is based on the analysis of scientific works of scientists of the Russian Federation,
who cover theoretical approaches to the problems of transformation and democratization in
the CEE countries.

The purposcof the article is to understand the importance and scale of the formation of
anew Europe, the consequences of systemic changes in CEE since 1989.

The analysis of the problems of the study is important at three levels: international, in-
terregional in the context of deepening and spreading the European integration process and
directly at the level of the individual country. In the 2000s, the key to the further development
of the research problem was its significant expansion, which takes place in the context of for-
mation of new conceptual approaches to the coverage of certain areas of the modern process
of transformation and democratization.

The works of Russian scientists arouse a certain interest among the scientific schools that
were formed in the new countries on the territory of the former USSR. Leading scientific centers
of the Russian Federation, which conduct a comprehensive study of the problems of political
transformation in post-communist countries are — Department of contemporary history and
socio-political problems of the countries of Central and South-Eastern Europe of the Institute
for Slavic Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences (ISS RAS), Department of international
economic and political studies of the Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Scienc-
es (IERAS), the Division of Eastern Europe Center of scientific information studies on global
and regional issues of Russian Academy of Sciences, Department of East European studies and
the Center “Seredzemnomorie — Chornomorie” of the Institute of Europe of RAS. Scientists
of these departments have been studying the problems of systemic transformation in CEE in
late 20th century for more than two decades: reforms of political systems of post-communist
countries, prerequisites, specific historical reasons, the nature of the “velvet” revolutions, the
direction of political changes caused by them, the formation of new institutions of power, the
phenomenon of multi-party, especially the formation of political pluralism, the results of po-

litical transformation, and the like.
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First of all, we should mention that the list of works of the scientists of the mentioned RAS
institutes is quite lengthy. We believe that it is almost impossible to analyze the works on all
CEE states in one article, so it is necessary to choose one certain state. Russian scientists often
examine the former CzechoslovakSocialistRepublic and its successors Czech Republic (CR)
and Slovak Republic (SR). These states occupy a significant place among the CEE countries
that have taken the path of transformation. Therefore, the subject of our study is the works
of Russian scientists, which analyzed the theoretical aspects of the development of political
transformation and democratization in the CzechRepublic.

Modern CR was a part of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic up to 1993, so the main
phases of political transformation, which occurred in the late 1980s — early 1990s were carried
out in a shared state with the Slovaks. Russian scientists consider the processes of change on
the scale of the entire CzechoslovakSocialistRepublic, interpreting the question of the stages of
political transformation, its completeness, in different ways. The authors of the three-volume
(in fact — 4-volume, since the 3rd volume was published in 2 books) study, which was prepared
in the Bulletin of the Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences and devoted
to the half-century history of the CEE countries', consider the political transformation as the
first stage of the revolutionary process, which includes “large or smaller elements of the political
revolution”, which entailed radical, profound consequences. According to scientists, this stage
was completed when the formation of the foundations of a multi-party system began and the
first free parliamentary elections were held in the spring and summer of 1990, which contrib-
uted to the formation of the legal foundations of the new political system?. The editor-in-chief
of the monograph academician A. D. Nekipelov believes that there are few such publications
among the scientific literature. Chronologically close to the subject of the study are the 2nd and
the 3rd volumes. The second part of the third volume analyzes the changes of the 1990s — the
search for new economic and political allies in the world by the post-communist CEE coun-
tries in the context of sharp changes in the geopolitical situation and globalization challenges.
Scientists S. Glinkina, R. Greenberg, R. Evstigneev, E. Sheynin, B. Shmelev, M. Bukharin, L.
Yazhborovskaya, N. Kulikova, M. Deryabin, G. Shmelev, P. Kuligin, A. Nekipelov, I. Orlik,
A. Yazkova analyzed the causes, course and ambiguous consequences of changes in the CEE
countries, pointed out that their results are not too impressive, though they still attributed the
Czech Republic, Poland, Slovenia to successtul “democratizers”

Later, M. Bukharin at a “round table” of the Department of international economic and
political studies of the Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the edi-

torial board of the journal “New and contemporary history™, pointed to a few phases of change.

! Uenrpaasho-Bocrounas Espona Bo Bropoii nososuse XX sexa. B 3 1. T. 3. Tpancopmarust 90-x roaos. . 1. M.: Hayka, 2002. 461
¢; Lenrpaasro-Bocrounas Espona so sropoit mososuse XX sexa.B 3 1. T. 3. Tpancpopmamst 90-x roaos. . 2. M.: Hayka, 2002. 463
c

? Ienrpassto-Bocrounas Esporia Bo Bropoii ososune XX sexa. B 3 1. T. 3. Tpancopmarms 90-x roaos. Y. 2. M.: Hayka, 2002. C. 63.

3 Bocrounast Espona: Asaauars aet criycrs.Hosas u noserimias ucmopus. 2009.N2 6. C. 3.
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The first one (late 1980s - carly 1990s) — the dismantling of the former regime; registration of
the legal basis of the new system of democracy, the first democratic parliamentary elections;
the formation of new political structures and institutions. At the heart of political change is
a consensus between the new and old elites. The Western standards of the political structure of
society were a model. The second stage (1990s) — political changes aimed at the formation of
ademocratic state based on the rule of law, strengthening the principles of separation of power
and civil society, the development of political pluralism. The third stage, in his opinion, began
for these states after joining the European Union. “The era of pro-European and pro-reforma-
tory consensus after the accession to the EU and the completion of the systemic transformation
was over and nationalist, populist, and most importantly anti-liberal trends began to grow.
They are generated by the first ethnic tension in Slovakia and Hungary, the strengthening of
conservative Catholicism in Poland. And now they are amplified by the global crisis™.
Scientists who actively explore the theoretical and methodological approaches and the re-
alities of the political changes in CEE are S. Glinkina, I. Orlik’, E. Zadorozhnyuk®, S. Eliseev’,
B. Kapustin®, A. Kovler’, A. Melville!. The tradition of studies on the transition to democ-
racy in CEE is being developed by I. Yazhborovska (theoretical framework for the analysis of
changes)"!, Y. Novopashin (preconditions and driving forces of the revolutions of 1989)'2, V.

Mokshin (forms of transformation of political regimes)'?, M. Bukharin (civil society)", etc.

4 Tamcamo. C.11.
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[Tpeobpasosanust / [ots. pea. C.IT. Tannxuna, V.. Opank]. M.: Hayka, 2005.360 c.; Poccust u Llentpaasto-Bocrounas Espona:
tpancdopmanun B koHue XX-navase XXI sex: [Monorpagus]: B2 1. T. 2: Bsaumoornowenns / [ots. pea. C.IT. Taunkuna,
. OpAHK]. M.: Hayka, 2005. 412 c.; Cranosacuue maoronapruiinoctu B Bocrounoit Espore B 1990-¢ roast (ma MaTepHasax
Boarapuu, Benrpun, Bocrounoit Iepmannu, [Toabumn, Pocenn, Caosakun n Yexun): Monorpadus [FO.M. Urpunkuii,
CJI1 Iannknna, A.C. Asiommna u ap.]. M.: THHMOH, 1996. 217 c.

Baacrs — obuiecrso — pedopmbi: Lenrpansast n IOro-Bocrounas Espora. Bropas moaosuna XX Bexa / ots. pea. O.I. 3apopokHio;
Hn-t caassinoseacrnst PAH. M.: Hayka, 2006. 442 c.; 3asoposkenok DI «bapxarsas pepoatornisi» B Yexocaosaxun: Hacrosireabnocrs
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M.: Hayka, 2007.C. 193-279; 3aaopoxatok D.I. Ot kpymrenus I Ipackoit Beckbl K Tpuymy «GapxarHoii pesoatormm». Vs ncropun
OIIMOBHLMOHHOTO ABIDKeHs B Hexocaosaxuu (arycr 1968-nos6ps 1989 rr.). M.: THMIOH, 2008. 439 c.
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Kanycrun A 4. Esponeiickuit Coros: unrerpaupst u npao. M.: Fsa-Bo Poc. Yi-ta apysx6r Hapoaos, 2000. 434 c.; Kanryerun b. Konery
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¢;; Meassuab A 1O. OnbiT TeOpernKo-METOAOAOTHUECKOTO CHHTE3a CTPYKTYPHOTO U IIPOLICAYPHOIO IIOAXOAOB K ACMOKPATHYECKIM
pansuram. loaummyeckue ucciedosarns, 1998.N° 2. C. 6-39.
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B crapadax LenrpaasHo- 1 FOro-Bocrounoit Esporbl. M.: «Academia», 2008. 378 c.
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Despite significant differences in views and assessments of the events of 1989-1990, it is com-
mon in the works of scientists to define these events as the most radical turn in the political
systems of post-communist countries, world politics and history as a whole. At the same time,
in comparison with the works of European scientists, Russian researchers, analyzing the prob-
lems of the CEE countries, highlighted their unwillingness to conduct forced democratization,
because, with the exception of the CzechoslovakSocialistRepublic, those states did not have
such traditions. G. Vainshtein, V. Vasovic, V. Gelman, B. Kapustin, A. Kovler, N. Korovitsyna,
L. Lykoshina, B. Makarenko stress that in the conditions of undemocratic political culture,
without the change of elites, political institutions of the Western model can not act effectively
and that political evolution in the post-communist space can not be subjected to analysis by
the tools of transitology.

A significant role in scientific studies on changes in CEE countries plays the monograph
by the scientists of the sector in CEE and SEE countries of the Institute of Economics of RAS,
Institute for economic and political studies RAS, performed under the supervision of leading
scientists (N. Bukharin, G. Weinstein, S. Glinkina, Y. Igritskiy, V. Kuznechevski, N. Kulikova, K.
Maidannik, G. Mirskiy, A. Nekipelov, I. Orlyk, L. Shanshieva, B. Shmelev, I. Yazhborovskaya,
A. Yazkova®. Using various theoretical constructions scientists proved that after the overthrow
of the totalitarian-authoritarian regime, states can choose different ways of the future, we can
expect different models of democracy, different from its liberal type: unsuccesstul copying of
Western models; imitation of democratic norms; curtailment of controlled democracy in the
conditions of apathy of the masses, etc.

It is necessary to highlight the detailed collective work of scientists of the Institute of So-
ciology of RAS “History of anti-communist revolutions of the late 20th century: Central and
South-Eastern Europe’, which was published in 2007 under the editorship of Y. Novopashin'®.
The authors of the monograph are leading scientists — B. Zhelitski, E. Zadorozhnyuk, N. Kor-
ovitsyna V. Maryina, K. Nikiforov and others focused their attention on the turning point in
the history of the CEE states in the late 1980s-carly 1990s, associated with the collapse of the

15 Aemokparmsaumst 1 napaaveHTapusm B Bocrousoit Esporie: Monorpadust / LeHTp Hayd.-uHPOPM. HCCACA. TAOGAABHBIX H PCTHOH.
npobaem. Ota. BE; Ors. pea. Mrpuuxuit O M.: MTHMOH PAH, 2003. 265 ¢.; Aemokpariieckoe paBoBOE FOCYAAPCTBO U
rpaKAaHCKoe 0buiectBo B crpatax Llentpaasto-Bocrounoit Esporst / [H. W. byxapun, H. V. Aosxenxo, 3. H. Kysneriosa u
Ap-J; PAH, M-t MexxayHap. 3koH. 1 oaut. necaea.M.: Hayxa, 2005. 184 ¢.; Haumonaansm u nomyausu B Bocrouroii Espone: C6.
Hayd. pyaos / PAH. IHWMOH. Llentp Hayu.-usdopm. uccaca. raobaa. u peruoHaa. npobaem. Peakoa.: Mrpunkmit FOM. (otB.
pea.) uap.M., 2007. 176 c.; Harmonaabhbic MeHpumscTBa B crpadax Llentpassto-Bocrounoit Espornsi: C6. 0630pos n ped. /
PAH. MIHMOH. Llentp nay4.-undopm. nccaea. 1ao6. u pernot. npobaem: Peakoa. burxosa TI. (o1s. pea.) u ap. M., 2007. 140 c;
OO611ecTBCHHBIC Tpancdopmaruu B crpanax LleHTpasbHOi 1 IOro-Bocrounoii EBponbl (90—c roabl XX Beka — Hayaao X X1 CTOACTHﬂ)
/ Ors. pea. YO.C. Hosonaumn. M.: Mucruryr caassnoseacnst PAH, 2008. 352 c.; [Toaunyeckuitnporiecc: OCHOBHbIC aCHIEKThI 1
criocobbl anaamza / [loa, pea. Meaemmxunoit EJO. M.: MIHOPA-M, Becs mup, 2001. 304 c.; [pomecce aemokparmsarim 8 Bocrouroit
Espone: osxuaanms u peaasrocts: C6. 0630pos, pe¢. / PAH MHMOH. Lentp Hayd.-un¢. nccaca. rao6aa. u peruot. mpobaem. Otaca
BE; Ors. pea.: Mrpunxuit FOM. M., 2002. 152 c.; [ y6anunoe IIPOCTPAHCTBO, IPAKAAHCKOE 0OLICCTBO 1 BAACTb: OIBIT pasBUTHS 1
s3anmoaciicrsust / Peaxoa.: A YO. Cyrrypos (ots. pea.) n ap. M.: Poccuiickast acconmaumst noantirdeckoit Hayku (PATTH); Poccniickas
noantuyceckas srtmxaoneawst (POCCITOH), 2008. 422 c.; FOro-Bocrounas Espona b anoxy kapaunaabhbix nepenmett [A.A. SIsbkosa,
C. Boankunn, FO.I'T. AaBbiaos u AP~]; oa pea. A.A. SIsbkoBoit; Poc. axaa. Hayk, Mu-t Esporst. M.: Bees mup, 2007. 352 c.

HcTopust aHTHKOMMYHHCTHYECKHX peBotouuii kontia XX seka: Llenrpaabtas u FOro-Bocrounas Espona [ots. pea. FO.C. Hoponarm]:
MCPAH. M.: Hayka, 2007.397 c.

100



THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION AND DEMOCRATIZATION IN SCIENTISTS' RESEARCHES

socialist system and the formation of new structures of political development. The work covers
an array of sources, published documents, analysis of the international situation and internal
causes of the revolutions in CEE, problems that remain debatable among Russian and foreign
scientists in the modern period.

Scientists of the Russian Association of political science have made a certain contribution
to the study of transformation processes in CEE. Thus, the team under the leadership of A. Sun-
gurov explored the public space, civil society and power in the process of their development and
interaction. A. Soloviev (scientific editor)", V. Achkasov, S. Aivazov and M. Arakelov prepared
a powerful political science dictionary “Political Science. Lexicon™®. P. Panov studied political
institutions, identities and practices from the perspective of the theoretical model of political
order"’; scientists under the leadership of K. Nikiforov analyzed the impact of revolutions and
reforms in the countries of CEE and SEE in twenty years past.

We should also highlight the works of Russian scientists dedicated to the “velvet” revolu-
tions and transformation in the CzechoslovakSocialistRepublic , and then in the Czech Re-
public, the consolidation of democracy and European integration processes. In our opinion,
the process of changes in the political system of the CzechoslovakSocialistRepublic ended up
with the division of the country into two states — the Czech Republic and the SlovakRepublic,
which by 1993 managed to transform the foundations of the past political system and develop
the principles on which they further relied in their development. An important condition for
the development of the concept of political transformation is the understanding of the pre-
requisites and specific historical causes of the collapse of the socialistic system that reigned in
the CEE countries, particularly in the CSR. Y. Novopashin notes that “the events of that late
autumn (1989 — 7'F) were the result of along-term crisis”. Scientists point out that in the CSR
economic crisis was not as deep as in other countries of the region'. And although, unfortunate-
ly, there are still no works with a comprehensive analysis of the state of the Czechoslovak society
in the 1980s., in the period of the so-called “normalization’, some articles considered the nega-
tive trends in economic development, noted that the CPC has significantly lost public truse®.

Y. Novopashin believes that the revolutions of 1989 had a class character. Despite their in-

herent desire for class cooperation rather than class struggle, “yet the core of all these negotiation

[ Ty6araHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO, IPaXKAAHCKOE 00IecTBO M BAacTb: OnbiT passuTis 1 BsanmoaciicTsist / Peakoa.: AFO. Cynrypos (ots.
pea.) 1 ap. M.: Poceuiickas accoupaust noauntideckoit nayku (PATTH); Poceuiickas noantndeckas suiuxaoncaus (POCCIIOH),
2008.422 c.

'8 Tloanrosorus: Aexcuxon / B.A. Aukacos, C.I. AitBasosa, M.IT. Apakeaosa / noa pea. Coaosbesa A.M1. M.: POCCIT3H, 2007.
800 c.

ITanos I'l.B. MIHCTHTY THI, HACHTHYHOCTH, IPAKTHKHI: TCOPCTHYCCKASI MOACAB TToAHTHYeCKOTO ropsiaka. M.: POCCITOH, 2011.
230c.

Pepoarowi u pedpopmsr B crpanax Lenrpaasuoit u KOro-Bocrounoit Esporsr: 20 aer crryctst / OrtB. pea. KB. Huxudopos. M.:
POCCIIOH, 2011.775¢.

LlenrpasbHoeBporneiickue CTpaHbl Ha py66>1<e XX-XXI BB. AcrieKTbl 00I1IECTBEHHO-TIOAUTHIECKOTO passurust. Hcropuko-
TIOAMTOAOTMYCCKHIT CTIPABOYHUK / Ors. cocr. }O.C. HoBomaumu. M.: Hosbrit xpororpad, 2003. C. 16.

2 O6miectenHble Tpascdopmariy B crpatax Lenrpasshoit u JOro-Bocrounoit Esporsi (90-¢ roart XX Bexa — Haano XX croactus)
/ Ors. pea. Y0.C. Hopomaumn. M.: IC PAH, 2008.352 c.
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efforts was nothing more than a class confrontation, but not in Lenin’s understanding of it, but
in the interpretation of M. Gilas, which divided the socialist society into a “new class” of the
governing “commune-burcaucracy” and the class of all the other governed (white-collar work-
ers, workers, peasants, intellectuals)®. He writes that these revolutions are anti-communist in
nature, not anti-totalitarian®. However, supporters of a different assessment of the nature of
the events of 1989-1990 point to the evidence of their general authoritarian and antitotalitar-
ian orientation, which led primarily to the collapse, agony, collapse of the political system?.
Despite the peaceful, non-violent nature of the revolutions, the events of the 1980s in a number
of Eastern European countries, Y. Novopashin defines them as revolutions, not reforms. Such
revolutions, in his opinion, represent a new word in the theory of change of social systems and
in the practical implementation of such a change®.

Scientists usually indicate that the political changes in CEE and SEE in the end the 20th
century were organized and mostly peaceful in nature. They characterize revolutions as “velvet”
and “negotiated” The events of the autumn of 1989 in the CSR are defined as a “velvet” revolu-
tion (in Slovak version — “gentle”). This name was not an accident. Analyzing the correlation
between the role of negotiations between the authorities-opposition and pressure from the
“street” (hundreds of thousands of demonstrators), scientists point out that citizens — “street”
had outweighed.

A prominent place in the study of the prerequisites of the “velvet” revolution in the CSR
occupy the works of Russian scientist E. Zadorozhnyuk, in particular the monograph “From
the collapse of the Prague spring to the triumph of the “velvet revolution”. From the history of
the opposition movement in Czechoslovakia (August 1968 — November 1989)™%. The scientist
used a significant number of documents and was the first among the bohemists of the Russian
Federation to describe in detail the history of the opposition in the Czechoslovakia, was able
to refute the view that the “velvet” revolution “appeared as if from nothing’, highlighted the
stages of the opposition movement that preceded the “velvet” revolution, the scale, role and
place of organizations that were part ofit, their programs, ideological platforms, specific forms
of opposition in the CSR; revealed the internal evolution of the opposition; the importance
of external factors, which sometimes were crucial; the phenomenon of “non-political politics,”
analyzed why Charter 77 had not become the second “Solidarity”, and in the ranks of the CPC
in the late 1980s there were no communists-reformers (as in Hungary). She is supported by
other scientists who point out the importance of the external factor among the prerequisites
of the revolution in the CSR - the course of the USSR to perestroika and democratization.

Vcropust antikoMvyHicTHYeCKUX pesotonuii konta XX seka: Lenrpaastas n KOro-Bocrounas Espona / [ots. pea. FO.C. Hoponammn]:
MC PAH. M.: Hayka, 2007. C. 17.

# Tamcamo. C.21,25.

% Tam camo. C. 63.

Hosomarms FO.C. Anrnkommynucrideckue pepoatonmn kouua XX sexa.Bonpocos ucmopu, 2006.N°9.C. 88.

7 Baroporaiox DL O kpymenns [ Ipaxckoit Becbt K Tprymy «GapXarHoit pesoatoru>. 13 HCTOpUH ONMO3ULMOHHOTO ABIKEHHUS
B Yexocaosaxun (asryct 1968-nos6py 1989 rr.). M.: TIHMOH, 2008. 439 c.
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Scientific interests of E. Zadorozhnyuk cover the analysis of multi-party in the CSR and
the formation of the party system of the Czech Republic. In the article “Parties and movements
in the Czech Republic: Structural evolution and the problem of priorities” the scientist notes
that “the party mosaic resembles the structures of the Czech Republic when it was a part of

»78

Austria-Hungary, in the interwar period and in 1945-1948"%. “The continuity is reflected”,
the scientist believes and it allows us to speak about the relative order of the political life of the
country until the mid-1990s, and the role of the external situation in the internal political life
of the Czech Republic, the focus on the West is considered as a negative factor that weakens
internal political stability?”.

Although some monographs on the phenomenon of the Czechoslovak “velvet” revolution
are still missing, a significant number of articles and sections in the works devoted to the events
of the autumn of 1989 were published. A collective monograph “Czech Republic and Slova-
kia in the 20th century” highlights them in great detail continuing the series of publications
on “20th century in documents and research” that was started by the Institute of Sociology
of RAS. The monograph was published in two books. The second part of the monograph is
devoted to the modern events™.

Many scientists distinguish a striking feature of the political transformation in the CSR -
the shattering of the old state machine and the formation of new legislative and executive bodies
of power at first had the character of “reconstruction”. By the agreement between CPC, CF and
SAV, part of the deputies of the Federal Assembly of Czechoslovakia handed over their man-
dates, and their seats were taken (without elections, by “appointment”) by the representatives
of the opposition. The composition of the government of the CSR had been changed several
times to meet the demands of the opposition on the personal composition of the government.
During 1990-1992 political changes in the country occurred in preservation of the Constitution
of the Czechoslovak socialist Republic, existing from the time of socialism?.

Scientists study the formation of multi-party, formation and change of political movements
and parties, identify the processes of polarization, fragmentation and pluralization, institutions
and mechanisms of democracy, the new political elite of the country. In the collective mono-
graph “Formation of multi-party system in Eastern Europe in the 1990s” the phenomenon

of “explosion of multi-party system” is considered, it is stated that it is as much obvious as

3asoporkuiok DT, Tapruu u Asrwkerns B Yexnu: Crpykryprast sBoatonyst 1 ipobaema npuopureros / [loanTudeckuit aaHamadr
crpan Bocrounoit Espors cepeantnt 90-x rosos. M.: TIHMIOH PAH, 1997. C. 241.

33AOPO>KH}OK SN Iaprun n ABixenus B Yexuu: CprKTypHaﬂ 3BOAIOLIVS U HPOGACM:I TIPHOPUTCTOB / TToaurnueckuit AaHAmAdT
crpan Bocrounoit Esporsr cepeantnt 90-x rosos. M.: TIHMIOH PAH, 1997. C. 241-242.

Yexust n Caosaxust B XX Bexe: ouepku ucropun : 52 ki./ [ots. pea. BB. Mappunal; FIC PAH. M.: Hayxa, 2005. (XX Bex B AokymenTax
nuccacaoBanmax). K. 2.585 c.

Baacts n o6uiectso: Henpoctsie B3aumootHoternst. Crpanst Lenrpaabtoit n FOro-Bocrounoii Esponb. C6. cr. M.: FIC PAH, 2008.
C. 236; I'Narpymen C.B. VIHCTHTYIMOHAAM3M B IIOAUTHYECKOI HayKe: DTarlbl, TeHeHHs], HACH, TIpobaembl/ MHcTHTyIIIOHAABHAS
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conditional™ The conventionality is that “the basis of the modern Eastern European multi-par-
ty system is, as a rule, not the rivalry of two or more large parties with their stable social base,
but the simple desire of various social movements and groups to realize the possibilities of
self-expression, which suddenly opened up, and gain political weight™.

A large array of articles are devoted to this problem and were published in well-known mag-
azines of Russia (“Polis”, “Socis”, “International journal on social sciences’, “Free Thought-XXT,

» «

“International Life”, “World economy and international relations”, “New and contemporary
history”, “East (Oriens)”, “The World of Russia’, “Eastern European studies’, “Social Sciences
and Modernity’, “Constitutional law”, “Logos”, “Slavonic Studies”, “Russian economic journal”
etc.) and collections of scientific papers.

The articles devoted to the problems of political transformation and democratization have
conceptual and informational character. For example, L. Leonova analyzes the formation of
coalitions of various political forces of the Czechoslovakia, considers it a reflection of pluralism
at the stages of change in the state, rightly notes that the Czech Republic has its own positive
experience of democratic development, explores the problems of transformation of the CPC*.
A. Nosova explores the problems of the internal history of the Civic Forum (CF), a unique
phenomenon of the beginning of political transformation in the USSR. Czech CF and similar
movements were part of the political democratization in the CEE countries at the turn of the
1990s%. She highlights the “internal” and “external” activities of the CF and concludes that its
uniqueness was determined by the horizontal rather than vertical structure; conducts a detailed
analysis, monitors the evolution of the CF almost on a daily basis, discovers contradictions
between the organizational concept of the CF as a broad free association without membership
and hierarchy, and the specific objectives of effective political participation in the elections of
1990*. The history of CF, according to the scientist, testifies to the fallacy of the concept of
“non-political policy” in specific historical conditions. Many works of scholars also reflect the
first years of democratic changes in the Czech Republic?”.

In order to deepen the socio-political studies of the CEE countries, the international journal
“Eastern European studies” was created on the initiative of the RAS. The new scientific almanac

contributes to the development of the scientific direction of Eastern European studies freed

% Kosaep A. M Kpusuc aemokparin? Aemoxparust na pybexe XXl sexa / Ots. pea. b.H. Tonopans. M.: ITTIPAH, 1997. C. 92.
3 Tam camo. C.93.
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2
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from the theoretical layers of so-called “communist and democratic myths” The CEE coun-
tries are considered as permanently transitioning: first there was a period of socialism, and the
next stage was the stage of democratic changes in the 1990s and 2000s. At the initiative of an
international team of scientists from the former socialist states in December 2005 Public Cen-
ter of the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences of Czech Republic in Prague with the broad
participation of the scientific community from Bulgaria, Hungary and Russia, a presentation
of its first issues was held. N. Korovitsyna, chief editor of the journal delivered a speech about
the main directions of work of the magazine, its concept, academic, and social challenges™.
In 2003, she prepared a fundamental work on the development of CEE socicties in the 20th
century in the context of their relations with Russia. She has a lot of works, where she carried
out a comparative analysis of transformational changes in the region, studied the “velvet” rev-
olution, political culture”.

Thus, it can be concluded that Russian scientists are very productively conducting targeted
studies on systemic political transformations in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe
and, in particular, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, its division into two state entities — the
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, the further democratization of the CEE countries,
the consolidation of democracy in them, the preparation of the countries for membership
in the NATO and the EU, the characteristics of the CEE countries’ activities in these inter-
national organizations, as well as their participation in the regional organization Visegrad-4.
Their conceptual constructions, methodological approaches and generalizations are a certain
contribution to the development of modern political science.
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